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The Food Trust 
Working to ensure that everyone has access to 
affordable, nutritious foods 
In hundreds of neighborhoods across the country, 
nutritious, affordable, and high quality food is out 
of reach —  
particularly low-income neighborhoods, 
communities of color, and rural areas. 
Obesity Trends in the US  
1985 1995 
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Source: Behavioral Risk Factor 
Surveillance System, CDC 
2010 
Healthy Food Access is a Public Health Issue 
Access to Healthy Food:  
A Review of the Research 
 
 
 
Available at: 
http://www.thefoodtrust.org/pdf/GroceryGap.pdf  
• Accessing healthy food is a challenge 
for many Americans – particularly in 
low-income neighborhoods, 
communities of color, and rural areas. 
 
• Better access corresponds with 
healthier eating and lower risk for 
obesity and other diet-related diseases. 
 
• Healthy food retail creates jobs and 
helps to revitalize communities. 
Healthy Food Financing: The Basics 
• Grants and loans for new 
and expanded stores in 
underserved 
communities 
 
• Public-Private 
Partnership 
 
• Funded with federal, 
state, local, and private 
dollars 
Healthy Food Financing Program Model 
Fresh Food Retail Projects in Underserved Communities 
Supermarkets Co-ops, farmers markets, mobile markets, etc. 
Local food production and 
distribution 
Community Development Financial Institution & Food Access Organization 
Raise private capital Provide financing Determine applicant eligibility 
Market program, 
advocate for community 
Government or Foundation  
Provide seed funding Oversee program implementation 
Success Story:  
PA Fresh Food Financing Initiative 
• 88 Projects 
• 5,000 Jobs 
• $165 million in total 
investment 
• 400,000 people with 
improved healthy food 
access 
Bloss Holiday Market, Blossburg, PA 
Kennie’s Market, Gettysburg, PA 
Federal Healthy Food Financing Initiative  
• $118 Million awarded 
to 60 community 
development entities 
across the country 
• Treasury (CDFI Fund) 
• Health and Human 
Services 
• Recently authorized in 
the Farm Bill 
• USDA 
“We want to replicate your success in Pennsylvania all 
across America.” 
 -- First Lady Michelle Obama  



HFFI projects in New York; Louisiana; 
and Ohio 
Increasing healthy food access at 
corner and convenience stores 
What makes a healthy corner store? 
• Stocking healthier items    
(whole grains, low-fat 
dairy, fresh produce) 
• Increasing the quantity and 
shelf space for healthy 
options 
• Marketing to promote 
healthy foods  
Promotion & Marketing 
• Logo on front door 
• Shelf talkers & labels 
• Refrigerator clings 
• Recipe cards 
• Events and taste-tests 
 


Adapting the Model for Rural Stores 
New Resource: Healthy Food Access Web Portal 
www.healthyfoodaccess.org 
 
Thank you! 
 
Miriam Manon 
mmanon@thefoodtrust.org 
215-688-0544 x.5166 
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